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Abstract: Neasu (Tibeto-Burman: China) exhibits a prefix that derives new co-
ordinators from existing ones by elaborately changing their subcategorial prop-
erties. Prefixed and unprefixed coordinators are distinguished by the complement
they take (±verbal, ±CoP) and the possibility of being stacked up at least twice
(±stackable). A prefixed coordinator has two of these three features switched from
“−” to “+”, when compared with its unprefixed counterpart and thus see its ability
to occur as the head of recursive coordination structures increased. The prefix ao-
is an operator of recursion.
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1 Introduction

European languages generally employ identical forms for nominal and verbal
coordinators of the same type (e.g. and, or), whereas languages in Africa and Asia
often use suppletive forms. For example, Korean involves two forms for “and” and
two forms for “or.”

(1) Korean (Sohn 1999: 339 and 305)

a. Hyeng ilang | ina na ka ka-keyss-e.
elder brother and/or 1.SG NOM go-will-INT
“My older brother and/or I will go.”

b. Kiho ka w-ass -ko | -tunci Nami ka ka-ss-e.
name NOM come-PST -and/-or name NOM go-PST-INT
“Kiho came, and/or Nami went.”
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