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A Database Long Neglected by Chinese Scholars:A Study of
The Hansard’ s Parliamentary Debate (1803 — 1878 )
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Abstract: The Hansard’ s Parliamentary Debate in Britain changed from a private publication to a
semi-official publication between 1803 and 1878. At the same time that the demand for parliamentary
debate reports in the House of Commons changed from “a parliamentary debate report” to “an au-
thoritative” to “an official parliamentary debate report” , Hansard’ s attitude towards the establish-
ment of an official debate report also changed. Since the readership of The Hansard’ s Parliamentary
Debate was always relatively limited , the British government was able to adopt the policy of govern-
ment purchase and funding of The Hansard’ s Parliamentary Debate ,adjusted its publication plan,
publication content, arrangement and arrangement work , and finally included it in the semi-official
management system. This was the result of a joint effort between Hansard and the British govern-
ment.
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